
What can be done on the 
ground to recover our 

downtowns? 



History has shown us that cities are remarkably resilient, even when faced 
with sudden or chronic challenges. What tangible ways can civic leaders, 
policymakers and entrepreneurs bring our downtowns not only back, but 
catapult them to a new dynamic future?
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The Future of Stephen Avenue: 
Downtown Calgary's Main Street

Providing placemaking and real estate 
strategies to support downtown economic 
recovery and vitality and contribute to a 
more diverse and sustainable city economy







Guadalupe River Park & 
Downtown San Jose 
Economic Analysis

Analyzing economic and 
governance strategies to 
revitalize the largest park at the 
heart of downtown

San Jose, CA
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Masters of Urban Planning (McGill)
Place Branding & Competitive Identity



URBANRURAL SUBURBAN

PLACE = PEOPLE

$$
$

$$
$

$$

WORK
LIVE

SHOP
PLAY

<==DENSITY



URBANRURAL SUBURBAN

WORK
LIVE

SHOP
PLAY

+ LIVE
+ WORK
+ SHOP
+ PLAY

PANDEMIC = LOCK DOWN



GET OUT OF OUR EXPERIENTIAL BASEMENTS



COMMUNITIES NEED NEW PLATFORMS & NEW PROGRAMMING 
TO ATTRACT PEOPLE – LOCALS, TOURISTS, SHOPPERS

THE            LURE OF DOWNTOWN?



PROGRAMMABLE PLACES

NEXT-GENERATION ARCHITECTURE + PUBLIC SPACES



NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE   KIPNES LANTERN



INCLUSIVITY INDIGENEOUS PEOPLES’ DAY

Simon Brascoupé 
Anishinabeg/Haudenausanee - Bear Clan

Christi Belcourt 
Métis visual artist



AT&T DISCOVERY DISTRICT DALLAS



DORIC IONIC CORINTHIAN DYNAMIC

EVOLVING LANGUAGE OF ARCHITECTURE



EXPERIENCE INFRASTRUCTURE PHYSICAL + DIGITAL



URBAN VENUES. PLUG & PLAYGROUNDS
PLATFORMS FOR CULTURE



RE-PROGRAMMABLE. CURATABLE



ACCESSIBLE. PARTICIPATIVE.



ACCESSIBLE. PARTICIPATIVE.
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