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Housing Potential on Alberta Main Streets

Request for Expressions of Interest (REOI) Primer

This project is funded by the Alberta Real Estate Foundation.

Issued by: Canadian Urban Institute (CUI)

REOI Launch Date: June 3, 2026 CLICK HERE

REOI Closing Date: July 3, 2026 Complete the 10-minute survey to submit

E i f Int t
Selection Period: July 6 -17, 2026 yourtxpression ot Interes

1. Background and Project Overview

Housing Potential on Alberta Main Streets is a province-wide applied research initiative led by the
Canadian Urban Institute (CUI).

This project aims to quantify the housing intensification potential of Alberta’s main streets
province-wide, particularly in mid-sized cities and small towns, to support more informed
planning, policy, and investment decisions related to housing supply, land use, and main street
revitalization.

CUIl will generate a provincial dataset identifying under-utilized main street parcels across Alberta’s
300+ municipalities. As the foundation for this analysis, CUl is seeking to partner with a small
number of municipalities for deeper, place-based case study analyses of selected main street
corridors.

2. Purpose of this REOI

This Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) is intended to select 3-5 Alberta municipalities
interested in participating as case study partners.

The REOI process will:

e |dentify municipalities interested in better understanding the housing potential of their main
streets.

e Ensure geographic and market diversity among participating municipalities.

e Select main street corridors for policy review, spatial analysis, and opportunity site
identification.

e Inform applied research that will benefit both participating municipalities and the broader
Alberta real estate and planning sectors.
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3. Eligibility

This REOI is open to Alberta municipalities:

that are classified urban municipal governments;

with a population between 35,000 and 150,000; and

with one or more identifiable main street corridors with a demonstrated municipal desire for
residential. mixed-use intensification.

4. What Selected Municipalities Will Receive

Selected municipalities will receive a custom main street housing potential analysis, including:

a high-level review of relevant local planning policies and zoning affecting main street housing;
mapping and visualization of under-utilized sites and applicable opportunity typologies; and
quantified housing potential for 1-3 identified main street segments.

5. Expectations of Participating Municipalities

There is no financial cost for participating municipalities beyond staff time.

Participating municipalities will be expected to:

Identify a primary municipal staff contact with a secondary contact.

Provide available local planning documents and data, as requested.

Participate in meetings and workshops (virtual and/or in-person, where feasible) exploring
policy considerations, development feasibility, and opportunity sites.

Support local engagement with relevant internal municipal staff and external interested parties,
including, but not limited to, Business Improvements Areas, developers, and community
housing groups.

Vet Main Street Segment Profiles.

Engagement activities informing case studies will be conducted July - December 2026.

6. Selection Criteria

Expressions of Interest will be assessed based on:

Demonstrated interest in main street revitalization and housing intensification.
Suitability of identified main street corridor(s) for analysis.

Readiness to participate within the project timeline.

Contribution to geographic and market diversity across selected case studies.
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7. How to Submit an Expression of Interest

The 10-minute Expression of Interest survey can be accessed and submitted here.

8. Project Timeline

Phase Timeline *

1. Request for Expressions of Interest Process June - July 2026

2. Municipal Engagement and Initial Case
el Al July — September 2026

3. Syntheglze Local Results and Refine October — November 2026
Provincial Dataset

4, Qraft Main Street Segment Profiles and November — Decemnber 2026
Final Report

. R t Publicati Di inati

5 epo.r. ublication and Dissemination January 2027 - February 2027

Activities

* Timing subject to change.

9. Any Questions?

Please reach out to:

Leandro Gabriel Santos

Senior Planner

lsantos@canurg.org
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